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PHILIPPIANS iv; 1. 


Therefore, my Brethren, dearly beloved jw 


longed-for, my Toy and Crown, 5 fland fa 70 | 
in the Lord, my dearly beloved. 


T is impoſſible that the finful dying Chil- 
dren of Men ſhould fand faſt any where 
elſe, but in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Not in 
earthly Riches —for they certainly make them- 
ſelves Wings, they fly away as an Eagle towards 
Heaven (a). Not in ſenſual Pleafures—for 2s 
the Crackling of Thorns under a Pot, ſo are 
they (b). Not in the moſt vigorous Conlti- 
tution of our human Frame—for Man that 
is born of a Woman, is of few Days, and full 
of Trouble. He cometh forth like a Flower, 
and is cut down; he flecth alſo as a Shade, 
and continueth not (c). Not in the greateſt 
Proſperity of temporal Affairs for we are 
Strangers and Sojourners, as were all our Fa- 
thers ; our Days on the Earth are as a Shadow, 
and there is none Abiding (d). Nor even in 
the moſt lovely and valuable Connections of 
MY ſocial 


fla) Prov, xxiii. 5. (b) Eccles. vii. 6. (e) Job xiv. 1, 2. 
(d) 1 Chron, xxix. 15, 


— 
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ſocial Life—for our Fathers, where are they ? 
and the Prophets, do they live for ever (e)? 
No; the deareſt Friend and Brother, Huſband 
and Father, Miniſter and Paſtor, is dead and 
gone. But Jeſus is that Rock, againſt which 
the Gates of Hell ſhall not my (f). A- 
midſt all Changes, Teſus is the. ſame yeſter- 
day, and to-day, 5 for ever (g). While we 
are ſorroming moſt of all for * Friend and 
Brother, that we ſhall ſee his Face no more in 
the preſent World (h); let this at once in- 


ſtruct and comfort us, that in the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt we may ſtand faſt for ever. 

The Text is indeed happily calculated for 
our preſent Inſtruction and Conſolation. And 
I am to inform you, that your dear Paſtor 
made this Choice himſelf, © with an immedi- 
ate View to your beſt Improvement in the 
divine Life, and as a Proof, that Having 
loved you, be hath loved you unto the End: 
He therefore would have you attend to. this 
Diſcourſe, as if he himſelf, in this his aff 
and dying Charge, was ſpeaking moſt affec- 
tionately — tenderly to you. 

If you aſk, as you very reaſonably may, 
why could not this Meſſage have been brought 
you by another Hand, by one ſituated nearer 


to you, and therefore more in Scaſon, and 


ſooner 


{ce} Zech. i. 5. (f) Mat. xvi. 18. (g) Heb, xiii. 8. 
(h) Acts xx. 38. 
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F the Rev. Mr. DAR RACcOTT. 5 
ſoonet after the awful Event? To this let it 
be ſufficient for me to ſay, that long, inti- 
mate, and - delightful Friendſhip was pleaſed 
to demand this at my Hands; and hqwever 
unfit J am for ſuch an Office, and © however 
painful, in ſome Reſpects, this Office muſt be 
to me, yet the Will of the Dead. ought to be 
fulfilled.* | 

| Fg os All 


* Mr. Darracott wrote his laſt Letter to me Fan. 1. 17 59. 
after he had been eleven Days in his laſt Tlnefs, and con- 
cludes thus, Whenever it ſhall pleafe God to take me 
« away; as I hope you will furvive me, I ſhall leave an 
« Office of Friendſhip. to be done by you, which you 
e will not deny me; eſpecially as you will ſee the Glory 
ec of God, and the Good of Souls, are the great Things 
] aim at.“ His Daughter's Letter to me Feb. 9, in- 
formed me; © This Day ſe'nnight at Night, my Father 
« was in his own Apprehenſtons almoſt gone, He called 
&* for Pen, Ink, and Paper, as he was in his Bed, and 
«© told us, he would write a few Lines to you, which we 
© ſhould let you have after his Deceaſe. He was calm 
and eaſie after he had wrote it, and then ſaid, Now, Lord, 
<< let thy Servant depart in Peace.” — On the Day he died, 
a Copy of what he had then wrote was ſent me, in which 
are the following Words; „ Tis my Deſire, that my dear 
ho Brother, the Rev. Mr. Fawcett, be fent t6, to preach my 
« Funeral Sermon, about a Month or Six Weeks after my 
5 Deceaſe, as it ſhall ſuit his own Conveniency. And J 
«© would have him tell the People, that having loved them, 
«© have lived them to the End; and, as a Proof of it, 
“have made Choice of Philip. iv. 1. as my laſt and 
«© dying Charge to them; praying and hoping that God 
will help my dear Brother to carry home the Exhorta- 
tion upon their Hearts, and that they will carefully at- 

| | . 1 
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All I ſhall attempt from the Text, is, to 
illuſtrate. 


I. The Apoſtle's Exhortation. And, 


II. The Arguments with which he en- 
forces it. Then, 


III. Conclude with ſuch Reflections as the 
preſent Occaſion may ſuggeſt. 


I humbly pray, that the God of the Spirits 
of all Fleſh, who, for a little Space, continues 
our Attendance in his earthly Courts, will en- 
able us by his Spirit and Grace, fo to receive 
this Word of Exhortation, and fo to feel the E- 
nergy of every Argument, with which it is 
urged, that we may each of us fand faſt in 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and be fitted for a joy- 
ful Appearance before him at laſt, and there 
meet our deceaſed Friend and Brother again, 
to our mutual and everlaſting Triumph. Amen. 


Even ſo, Lord jeſus. 


Firſt, let us attend to the Meaning of the 
Apoſtle's Exhortation, — therefore, ſo 
and faſt in the Lord. 

As 


ce tend to all the affectionate Arguments with which the 
« Exhortation is urged. My further Deſire is, that the 
Sermon be printed, and that my dear People would not 
c fail to have each of them one, to be with them, when 
« they will ſee my Face no more, and by which, tho" 
« dead, I would be conſidered as ſpeaking moſt affectio- 
„ nately and tenderly to them.“ 
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of the Rev. Mr. DARRACOTT. 7 


As the Duty here exhorted to, is an Infer- 
ence from what the Apoſtle had before been 
faying, it is very deſirable to take in the whole 
of his Meaning, which we ſhall endeavour 
to do in the following Remarks.—He conſi- 


ders thoſe to whom he wrote, as Perſons that 


were already intereſted in Chriſt: —He conſi- 
ders their Intereſt in Chriſt, as expoſed to 
many threatening Dangers and Enemies :—He 
would have them firmly reſolve, in a Depen- 


| dence on divine Grace and Strength, to main- 


tain and preſerve this important Intereſt at all 
Adventures :—And, as their beſt Direction for 
maintaining and preſerving it, he refers them 
to what he had juſt been ſaying in- the former 
Chapter. 

1. When the Apoſtle exhorts thoſe to 
whom he wrote, to fand faſt in the 
Lord, he confiders them as Perſons 
« that were already intereſted in 
« Chriſt.” 

To ſtand faſt in any particular Place, ſup- 
poſes that we are firſt come thither. And 
to ſtand faſt in Chriſt, ſuppoſes that we are 
come to Chriſt. Nor is there any Reaſon to 
apprehend, that the Apoſtle in this Caſe ſup- 
poſes merely an outward or nominal Profeſ- 


ſion of Chriſt, without any real and perſonal 
"Intereſt in him. The Account which we 


have of the Converſion of Lydia and the 
Taylor 
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Feyltr-at Philippi (i), plainly ſhews them to 
be more than nominal Chriſtians. And if 
the whole Church there had not chiefly con- 
ſiſted of real Saints, the Apoſtle would not, 
in his Epiſtle to them, have expreſſed ſuch 
Thankfulneſs for their conſtant and perſevering 
Fellowſhip in the Goſpel, nor ſuch Confidenge 
that God had begun ;a good Wark in them; 
nor would he have reminded them ſo diſ- 
tinctly of the Grace beſtowed upon them, 
in the Behalf of Cbriſt, not only to believe on 
bim, but alſo to ſuffer for his ſake (K). Lo 
In the ſame View, I am verily perſuaded, 
your dear Paſtor looked upon many in this 


Church and Congregation 1. The perſonal 


_ 
(i) AQs xvi. (% Philip. i. 37, 29. 


t-Mr., Darracett, after ee Academical Stu- 
dies at Northamptan, under the Rev. Dr. Deddridge, re- 
moved from thence in 1738, to exerciſe his Miniſtry at 
Penzance in Cornwall, He continued there but little more 
than two Years ; being forced, by che. Loſs of large Quan- 
tities of- Blood from bis Stomach, to leave a People ab- 
ruptly, that were earneſtly deſirous of his, Continuance 
among them. Under ſuch an alarming Affliction, he ſpent 
about half a Year among his Friends. in Devonſhire, where 
bis om Eather had been a fetventiand uſeful Preacher, and 
where he died, when he had. not compleated the forrieth 


7 . 


Year of his Agen. Upon the Death of the Rev. Mr. 


Beriy, an aged and excellent Miniſter of Chriſt, at Moll. 


Alngton 


His Father had fpent the firſt Years df his Miniftry in the IJſe f 


\ Purbeck in Dos ſeſpire, and there Mr. Darracott was born, Feb, 1. 1716-17. 
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Applications which moſt of you have made 
| to him, under your deep Convictions of Sin 
ö and Guilt; and the Diſcoveries he then re- 
, ceived of your godly Sorrow ; your Repen- 
> tance unto Life; your cordial Acceptance of 
> Chriſt as your Lord and Saviour; your ma- 


nifeſtly forſaking the Sins you formerly loved; 
vour walking in Newneſs of Life ; your be- 
* ginning to breathe the Spirit and Temper, 


which you had before deſpiſed and perſecuted, 
even the Spirit of Humility and Lowlineſs of 
Mind, of brotherly Love, and of devout, fer- 
vent, and perſevering Prayer; together with 
, | B your 


ington in 1741, Mr. Darracott had an unanimous Invi- 
tation to ſucceed him. He at firſt found the Congregation 
ſmall, and the Number of Communicants but Twenty- eight. 
His Miniftrations ſoon drew a large Concourſe of People 
together from the neighbouring Country, many of which 
had never before taken upon themſelves any Profeſſion of 
Religion, and were at firſt brought to Wellington out of 
mere Curioſity. His Meeting-Heouſe ſoon became too little 
to contain the Number of his Hearers, and was therefore 
| ſomewhat enlarg'd; but even after that, it was uſual for 
5 many to ſtand on the Outſide, becauſe there was no Room 
5 left for them within. In Proportion to the Number of his 
1 ſtated Hearers, I muſt ſay, from a long Acquaintance 
4 with their Circumſtances, that I never knew any one Con- 
gregation, which appeared to me to have ſo many In- 
ances of abiding religious Impreſſions ; and 1 have good 
Reaſon to believe, that it has pleaſed God to own Mr. 
Darracott's Miniſtry, both occaſionally and ſtatedly, to the 
effectual Converſion of many Hundreds of Souls. As one 
Conſequence of this remarkable Succeſs, he left behind 
him at Wellington more than two Hundred Communicants, 
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your holy Watchfulneſs and Circumſpection in 
all your Words and Actions ;—theſe were Evi- 
dences of your having obtained an Intereſt in 
Chriſt, which your Paſtor could not but ſee. 
And tho' every one that came to him under 
religious Impreſſions, has not aftorded him e- 
qual Satisfaction; tho' the Goodneſs of ſome 
paſſed away as a Morning Chud, and as the 
early Dew (I); yet with Reſpect to Multi- 
tudes of you, he could not doubt the Pro- 
priety of intending for you this Word of 
Exhortation, to fland faſt in the Lord. 


2. When the Apoſtle exhorts the Phi- 
 lippians, to fand faſt in the Lord, © he 
c confiders their Intereſt in Chrift as 
« expoſed to many threatening Dan- 
« gers and Enemies.” 


They muſt have ſeen their Need of ſuch | 
an Exhortation, to ftand faſt in the Lord; 
for the Apoſtle expreſsly compares their Con- 

ict with their perſecuting Adverſaries, to his 
own, and adviſes them to be in Nothing ter- 
1:fied thereby (m). He alſo bids them, beware | 
of Dogs, beware of evil Workers, beware of 1 
the Conciſion (n); by which he pointed out to \ 
them their Danger from the violent Bigotry | 
of Jereiſh Teachers, who laboured, even with =: 
a brutiſh Rage, to turn them from the Faith 1 
of b 


{i) Hoſea vi. 4. (m) Philip. i. 28, 30. (n) —iil. 2. 
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of Chriſt. And, to convince them that they 
were not without Danger from ſome pro- 
feſſing Chriſtians, whoſe Converſation they 
could not imitate without falling away from 
Chriſt, he ſays, Many walk, of whom ] have 
told you often, and now tell you even weeping, 
that they are the Enemies of the Croſs of Chriſt ; 
whoſe End is Deſtruction, whoſe God is their 
Belly, and whoſe Glory is in their Shame, who 
mind earthly Things (o). Beſides all theſe Dan- 
gers and Enemies of a more viſible Nature, 
they had others not leſs dangerous, tho' more 
concealed ; ſuch as their own deceitful, back- 
liding Hearts, ever prone by their corrupt In- 
clinations to add Strength to every Stratagem 
of Satan, and every Allurement of the World ; 
which made it as neceſſary to have it ſaid to 
them, work out your own Salvation with Fear 
and Trembling (p), as in the Text, fand faſt 
in the Lord. | "oY 
And was there no need for your watch- 
ful Paſtor to provide the Exhortation in the 
Text for you? Have not you Enemies and 
Dangers which threaten your Intereſt in Chriſt ? 


Tho' the Security of our civil and religious 


Liberties preſerves you from open Perſecution, 


yet are not you expoſed to more private Re- 
vilings and Reproaches, for your Adherence to 
Chriſt and Godlineſs? Have you nothing to 


B 2 fear 


(o) Philip. iii, 18, 19. (p) —ii. 12. 
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fear from thoſe, that would fain inſtill cor- 
rupt Principles into your Minds, and turn 
you away from the Truth as it is in Jeſus (q). 
Are you not ſurrounded with Mutlitudes hat 
name the Name of Chriſt, but do not depart 


from Iniquity (r), and who would rejoice to 


have you run with them to the ſame Exceſs of 
Riot (s)? Eſpecially, are not you obliged to 
wreſtle againſt Fleſh and Blood, and every per- 
nicious Principle of your own depraved Na- 
ture; and not only ſo, but againſt Princi- 
palittes, againſt Piavers, againſt the Rulers of 
the Darknejs of this World, againſt ſpiritual 
Wickeaneſs in high Places (t), even all the 


Might and Policy of infernal Legions ? On all 


theſe Accounts did not your Paſtor wiſely and 


faithfully chuſe for you this Exhortation to 
ſtand faſt in the Lord. 


3. The Apoſtle exhorts the Philippians 
to ſtand faſt in the Lord, © in Order 
to excite in them a firm Reſolution, 

«© in a Dependence on divine Grace 
« and Strength, to maintain and pre- 
« ſerve their Intereſt in Chriſt at all 
Adventures.“ 
When ſuch a good Cauſe meets with power- 


ful Oppoſition, and is much endangered there- 
by, it is neceſſary to ſtand firm, and be 


reſolute 


(d) Ephes. iv. 21. (t) 2 Tim. ii. 19. (s) 1 Pet. iv. 4. 
(t) Ephes. vi. 12. 
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reſolute and determinate, in fighting a good 
Fight, in keeping the Faith (u), and in war- 
ring a good Warfare, holding Faith and a 
good Conſcience (w). | | 

What the Apoſtle ſays in the Text, he well 
explains by ſuch fimilar Exhortations, as, 
watch ye, ſtand faſt in the Faith, quit you 
like Men, be ſtrong (x). Stand faſt in one 
Spirit, with one Mind, ſtriving together for 
the Faith of the Goſpel (y). Put on the whole 
Armour of God, that ye may be able to ſtand 
againſt the Wiles of the Devil. Take unto you 
the whole Armour of God, that ye may be able 
to withſtand in the evil Day, and having done 
all to ſtand. Stand therefore, having your Loins 
girt, &c. (z). Thus the Chriſtian Warrior 


muſt ſtand, not in his own Armour, but 


in the Armour of God's providing, as one 
that derives all his Fitneſs and Firmneſs for 
every Encounter, from the rich Magazines of 
divine Grace and Strength. Thus he muſt 
ſtand faſt in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by Help 
derived from him, and reſolved by his 
Help never to forſake him. Thus, in a firm 
Perſuaſion that greater is he that is in him, 
than he that 1s in all his Enemies (a), the 


good Soldier of Jeſus Chriſt will fight as 
for 


(u) 2 Tim. iv. 7. (w) 1 Tim. i. 18, 19. (x) 1 Cor. 


xvi, 13. (y) Philip. i. 29. (2) Ephes. vi. 11, 13, 14, 


(a) 1 Johniv. 4. 
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for his Soul, and Eternity, that he may 
maintain and preſerve ſuch a precious Jew- 
el as his Intereſt in Chriſt, tho' it be in 
the Face of the greateſt Dangers and moſt 
formidable Oppoſition; and having done all, 
he will yet ſtand, in a watchful prepared 
Poſture far reſolute Defence. 

This is the Chriſtian Stedfaſtneſs, which 
your dear Paſtor was ſo ſolicitous to excite 
in you of this Congregation. For this he 
prayed and preached, watched over you, plead- 
ed with you, warned and admoniſhed you, 
and on his dying Bed, with a trembling Hand 
ſcarce able to hold the Pen, he wrote to his 
dear Converts, to excite you to and fa aft in 


the Lord. 


4. In the Apoſtle's Exhornation to the 
Philippians, by his ſaying, therefore fo 
fand faſt in the Lord, © he refers 
« them to what he had juſt before 
e ſaid, as their beſt Direction for 
ec maintaining and preſerving their 

Intereſt in Chriſt.” 

The Words of the Text are connected 
with the former Chapter, and ſhould rather 
— been the concluding Verſe of that Chap- 

There the Apoſtle had been laying open 
1 the View of his is Philippian Converts, what 
were his own Chriſtian Principles and Prac- 


tice ; and Wiehy for this End, that he might 


exci te 
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excite their Imitation. He therefore partly 
concludes with ſaying to them, Brethren, be 
Followers together of me, and mark them which 
walk ſo, as ye have us for an Example (b). 
But after mentioning ſomething more, re- 
lating to his Principles and Practice, he then 
concludes the whole with the Inference in 
the Text, therefore ſo ſtand faſt in the Lord. 
Thus he teaches them how to Judge of their 
ſtanding faſt in the Lord, by making what 
he had been ſaying, their Standard and Mea- 
ſure, according to which they were to try 
and conduct themſelves in their Chriſtian 
Temper and Converſation. On the whole, 
it is, as if the Apoſtle had more particu- 
larly addreſſed to the Philippians, and as if 
your dear Paſtor had alſo addreſſed to you in 
the following Manner. 
Have I hae been declaring to you, what 
te an invaluable Price I ſet upon the Knowledge 
« of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord, (e); My Intent 
« in that Declaration, is to. animate you to 
«© the like Eſteem.” If therefore you deſire to 
« ſtand faſt in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſo prize 
e the Knowledge of him, and of the Way of 
« Salvation by him, as to deſpiſe every other 
© Knowledge, Intereſt or Excellence, that can 
* come in Competition with this faving Know- 
* ledge. So look with holy Contempt, * 
5 al 


(b) Philip. iii. 17. (e) — iii. 8. 
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all that human and worldly Knowledge, 
which you have formerly been proud 
of: So | bleſs God for revealing Chriſt 
to you, and in you, as the Beginning of 
divine Light and Life in your Souls: 50 
deſire to increaſe and grow in the Heart- 
affecting, Soul-transforming, and experi- 
mental Knowledge of Chriſt; hat Chriſt 
may dwell in your Hearts by Fai th, that ye 
being rooted and grounded in Love, which 
is the beſt Proof of Knowledge, may be 
able to comprehend with all Saints, what 
is the Breadth, and Length, and Depth, 
and Height, and 10 know the Love of 
Chriſt, - which! paſſeth Knowledge, that ye 
might be filled with all the Fullneſs of God 


(d), and be enabled to ſtand faſt in the 


Lord for ever.” 


„ Have I been expreſſing to you, 4 ar- 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
ce 


60 


dently I defire to vi Chriſt, and be found 
in him, as my ſpiritual Head and Root, and 
have, for my Juſtification, that Righteouſneſs 
which is thro the Faith of Chriſt, the Right- 
eouſneſs which is of God by Faith (e)? By 
this I mean to ſtir up the ſame Deſire in 


« you. Therefore J exhort you, ſo to value 
and purſue that ineſtimable Prize and Trea- 
ſure of an Intereſt in Chriſt; ſo to exert 


all your utmoſt Endeayours for ſecuring it 
cc to 


(d) Ephes. iii. 17—19. (e) Philip. iii. 8, g. 
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« to yourſelves; / to renounce all Dependence 


« upon any Worthineſs of your oum, even 

* your beſt Duties and Graces, in Point of 
8 3 and /o to fix all your Do- 
pendence upon the meritorious Obedience 
« and Sufferings of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt.— 
« that you may /tand faſt in him, and never 
i 2 bs Unbebef(f).” 

e Have I been telling <A my utter Diſ- 
« ſatisfaction with any of my preſent Attain- 
« ments in Conformity to Chriſt, and how 1 
« am forgetting thoſe Thing 'S hich are behing, 
ce and reaching forth unto * Thi ngs which 


% ore before (g)? In this alſo I would lead 


* you to be — minded (h). And therefore. 


3 1 beſeech you, don't let your Regard to 


<« Chriſt for Juſtification, in the leaſt hinder 
e your growing Likeneſs to him for your 


« Santification. But ſo view your . 


„ Graces and Virtues, with a deep 

e lity and Self-Abaſement, on Account af 
« the manifeſt Failures and Imperfections 
« which attend them; /o view the abſo- 
e lutely perfect Model of Holineſs, which 


« the Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath ſet before you * 


* in his Example; ſo deſire and labour to 


ce be more holy, humble, and Chriſt-like,; 


« ſo overlook preſent Attainments, out of an 


cc ardent —— to teach unto greater ;— 
« as to demonſtrate, by your continual Growth 
cc 7 172 


(f) Rom, iv. 20. (g) Philip, iii. 12, 13. (h)—iii. 15, 16. 


18 A Funeral Sermon on the Death © 


in Grace, that you do indeed fland ſaſt in N 
ce the Lora.” 
Have I been leading your Thoughts and 
c Hopes upward and Heaven-ward, and ſhew- 
ing you my heavenly Converſation, my glo- 
© rious Proſpects, and how I preſs toward 7 
« the Mark. for the Prize of the high Cal- 1 
« ling of God in Chriſt Jeſus (i)? I am 
'« ſtill aiming at your ſpiritual Profit. So 
would I have you to live above, to con- 
“ verſe in Heaven, to viſit by Faith and 
Love thoſe ſhining Manſions, often to think 
e where Jeſus is, and in what Glory he ap- 
e pears to the heavenly Inhabitants, and in 
« what Glory he will come from thence at 
* the Great Day, and what glorifying Pur= 
e poſes his Coming will then anſwer to your- 4 
ſelves, and even, to your vie Bodies; þo 
„ would I have you haſten to that Day of 
Ge (k), and ſtretch every Nerve of the 
* Soul in defiring and loving the Appearing 
« of Chriſt (1), and your compleat Bleffed- 
“ neſs with him,—that your heavenly Tem- 
4 per and Converſation - may make it appa- 
rent, that you fand faſt in the Lord Jeſus 
« Chriſt, and are not to be removed from 
“your Chriſtian Stedfaſtneſs by all the u- F 
© nited Efforts of Earth and Hell.” Suh 
is the important, and comprehenſive Mean- 
ing 


(i) Philip. ili. 10, 11, 14, 20, 21. (k) 2 Pet. iii. 12. ; 
I) 2 Tim. iv. 8, 4 
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ing of the Apoſtle's Exhortation in the Text, 
when conſidered in its due Connexion With, 
the Context. And now, 


Secondly, Let us take a View; of the 
Arguments with which this Exhorta- 
tion 1s urged. 

Here are Arguments to enforce it, worthy: 

of ſuch an Exhortation ; Arguments, that 
are truly remarkable, for their Variety, and 
their moſt endearing and intereſting Natures 
To engage the Philippians to ſtand faſt in 
the Lord, the Apoſtle thus addreſſeth them, 
my Brethren, dearly beloved and longed-fer, my 
Foy and Crown, my dearly beloved. Thus he 
pleads with them—their intimate Relation to 
him,— his tender Aﬀection for them,— his ar- 
dent Deſire towards them,—his - preſent Joy 
in them,—and his delightful Proſpect of ew 
brightening his heavenly Crown, 


I. As one Motive to engage the Philippi- 
ans to ſtand faſt in the Lord, © the 
« Apoltle owns, and pleads their near 
« Relation to him, as 515 Brethren in 
«& Chriſt.” 

Tho' they were of a different Nation, and 
had been Idolatrous "Gentiles, yet he gives 
them the right Hand «f Fellowſhip (m), 55 
looks upon them as one with him in Chr: 
Jeſus In), where there is neither Greek, nor 
Jeu, Circumciſion nor Uncircumcafion, Barbari- 

S an 
(m) Gal. ii, 9. (n) iii. 28. 
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an, Scythiari, Bond nor Free ; but Chyiſt is All, 
ad in All (o). Tho he himſelf was a dignified 
Apoſtle, he puts on no Air of Superiority, but 
treats them as his Equals. Tho' he had laid 
them under the higheſt Obligations, as their 
generous Benefactor, the kind Inſtrument of 
their ſpiritual and eternal Life, ſo that they 
oed unto him even their own Selves (p), he 
does not behave as being a Lord over them (q), 
or as having Dominion over their Faith, but 
only as the Helper of their Toy (r). 

Like a Brother indeed, we may welb ſup- 
poſe the Apoſtle to plead with them, as with 
the fame brotherly Spirit your dear Paſtor 
has ſo often pleaded with you, and efpecially 
would' now be thought to plead with you, 
in ſuch Language as this; I own the near 
“ and dear Relation of a Brother in Chriſt. 
e Yes, my Brethren, we are the Children of 
te the ſame reconciled God and Father. We 
te are born. again of the ſame renewing and 
e ſanctifying Sirit. We are Members of 
* the ſame. happy Family in Heaven and 
« Earib, which is named of, and incorporated 
te into, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as its glorious 
& Head, We are richly fed and nouriſhed 
« by the fame divine Ordinances, and the 
« fare exceeding great and precious Promiſes, 


« We 


(0) Col. il. 17. (ö) Phileni; b. 19; (d) 1 Pet. v. 3. 
* (r) 2 Cox. i. 24. 
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© We are built + upon the ſartie Fonn- 
« dation, for an were of Gd this the 
« Spirit, eſus Chriſt himfelf being the” chief 
* Corner-Stone. We are begotten again unto 
« the fame lively Hope, to an Inhivitance in- 
* corruptible, and undefiled, and that faderb 
« nof away, reſerved in Heaven for us ; and 
« are Heirs of God, and Joyni- Meir with 
“ Chriſt. 

5 Pare me then, not as your Superior, 
„but as a common Sharer with you in ſuch 
« Honour and Happineſs, to urge you, by 


« every endearing Tye of facred Kindred 


ce and Relation, as my Brethren in Chriſt, 
4 to ſtand faſt in him. Let us vie with 
each other, which ſhall have the higheſt 


Eſteem for the Knowledge of Chriſt ;- which 


* of us hall depend moſt upon him for 

« juſtifying Righteouſneſs ; which of us ſhall 
* preſs forward with greateſt Ardor after 
« more exact Conformity to him, and which 
« of us ſhall excell moſt in heavenly Conver- 
« ſation, and in ſeeking thoſe Things which 
« are above, where Chriſt fitteth' on the right 
Hand of God. Thus let our Chriſtian 
« Stedfaſtneſs ſhew that we are Brethzen ; 
« and your's particularly ſhew, that you 
<« hearken to the faithful Counſell of your 
* Brother in Chriſt. | 


2. The 
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2. The Apoſtle urges the Philippians to 
and faſt in the Lord, © by ſuggeſt- 
ing his own tender Affection for 
c them.“ 23 
Twice in the Text he ſtiles thew bis F wi 
hl beloved; ſurely, not as a Word of Compli- 
ment, but as of Sincerity, but as of God, in 


the. Sight of God, ſhake he in Chriſt (s). His 


Love to them had an Ardor and Vehemence, 


peculiar to the Spring from whence it aroſe. . 


They were the Souls, of whoſe effectual Con- 
verſion he had been the Inſtrument ; and in 
promoting which, he had been cruelly beaten 
with many Stripes, then caſt into Priſon, and 
there had bis Feet made faſt in the Stocks (t). 

After all his Labours and Sufferings for their 
ſpititual. and eternal Welfare, he not only diſ- 
covered in them the genuine Evidences of 
fincere Love to Chriſt, which alone was ſuf- 
ficient to enlarge his Heart in Love to them; 
but he alſo received fiom them frequent Teſ- 
timenies of their grateful Affection for him- 
felt. While he was now writing to them, 
he was a Prifoner at Rome (u) ; and during 
that Impriſonment, as well as at other Times, 
they were the only Church that had again 
and again ſupplied his Wants, as he grate- 
fully acknowledges to them: I  rejorced in the 
Lerd greatly, ſays he, that now at the laſs 


your 


(s) 2 Cor. ii. 17. (t) Acts xii, 22—24. (u) Philip. 1. 13. 
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* your Care of me hath flouriſked again, wherein 
ye vere alſo careful, but ye lacked Opportu- 
nity. Ye have well done, that ye did com- 
municate with my Aſjuetion. Now, ye Phi- 
* Uippians, know alſo, that in the Beginning of 
the Goſpel, when I departed from Macedonia, 
no Church communicated with me, as concer- 
ning giving and receiving, but ye only. For 
even in Theſſalonica, ye ſent once and again 
unto my Neceſſity. I haus received of Epaphro- 
ditus the Things which were ſent from you, an 
Odour of a ſweet Smell, a Sacrifice accept- 
able, well-pleafing to God (w). And if any 
Thing would draw out his Soul in yet ſtron- 
ger Affection for them, it muſt be this Cir- 
cumſtance, that they were now Fellow-Suf- 
ferers with him in the ſame; glorious Cauſe ; 
as he tells them, unto you it is given in the 
"= Behalf of Chriſt, not only to believe on him, 
= but alſo to ſuffer for his Sake; having the 
ſame Conflict which ye ſaw in me at Philippi, 
and now hear to be in me at Rome (x). 
As for the Aﬀection which your dear Paſ- 
tor bore to you of this Church and Con- 
gregation, it was alſo owing to a ſignal Bleſ- 
fing on his Labours among you; for Multi- 
tudes of you are the Seal of his Miniſtry (y). 
His Affection for you was heightened by your 
: Love 


(w) Philip. iv. 10. 14—16, 18. (x)— i. 29, 30. 
(y) 1 Cor. ix. 2. 
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Love and Gratitude towards him, in which 
you were verily careful, but moſt of you lacked 
Capacity. He teſtified his Affection for you 
by his unwearied Labours among you, and 
his determinate Continuance with you, not- 
withſtanding his Invitations to other Places, 
where his Neceſſities would have had a more 
plentiful Supply. Indeed it was an Affection 
that made him wery gladly ſpend and be fpent 
for yon (). An Aſfectien, that filled his 
whole Soul, animated all his Miniſtrations, 
glowed in all his living and dying Thoughts, 
and Expreſſions, and made him the Admi- 
ration of all that knew him. O that, in this 
Reſpect, his ſurviving Brethren in the Mi- 

niſtry may imitate his Example 
And now, my Friends, let ſuch Love, 
Love ſo ardent, ſo conſtant, ſo diſintereſted, 
powerfully plead with you. Suffer it to have 
all its melting Influence on your Hearts. 
Think how the Love of ſuch a Miniſter, 
was the happy Inſtrument of bringing you 
to ſee, and feel, the infinitely greater 
Love of a Saviour; and how it ſhould ex- 
cite you to and faſi in the Love of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Think how it would cut 
ſuch a Miniſter to the Heart, to be a Wat- 
neſs to your falling from Chriſt. Therefore, 
awhenever you are tempted, either to under- 
1 value 


(z) 2 Cor. xii, 15. 
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value the Knowledge of Chriſt, or to truſt in 
your own Righteouſneſs, or to reſt ſatisfied with 
reſent Attainments in Holineſs, or to ſet your 
Afﬀettions on Things on the Earth, to the Neg- 
lect of Things above; then think, firſt of all, of 
the Love of Jeſus, and next of the Love of this 
dear Miniſter of Chriſt, whoſe Love to you 
made him ſo jealous over you with godly TFea- 
louie (a), and prompted him to give you this 

dying Charge, ever to ſtand faſt in the Lord. 

3. The Apoſtle urges the Philippians to 

ſtand faſt in the Lord, * by pleading 

e his ardent Deſire towards them.“ 


He ſpeaks in the Text of his /ong:ng for 
them. He could even ſay, God is my Re- 
cord, how greatly 1 Jong after you all, in the 
Bonwels of Jeſus Chriſt (b). He could not be 
eaſy, without ſeeing them, or hearing of their 
Welfare. He therefore tells them, I ruſt in 
the Lord Jeſus, to ſend Timotheus ſhortly unto 
you, that I alſo may be of good Comfort, when 1 
know your State (c). But, he adds, I truſt in 
the Lord, that T alſo myſelf ſhall come ſhortly (d). 
In the mean Time he aſſures them, Thzs I pray, 
that your Love may abound yet more and more in 
Knowledge, and in all Judgment; that ye may 
approve Things that are excellent ; that 5 may 
be fincere, and without Offence till the Day of 


Chriſt ; being filled with the Fruits of Righteouſ- 
£1 D neſs, 


(a) 2 Cor. xi. 2. (b) Philip. i. 8. (e) Philip. ii. 19. 
d) —ii. 24. 


4 
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neſs, which are by Jeſus Chrift unto the Glury 
and Praife of God (e). He even repreſents him- 
ſelf as in a ſtrait hetwixt 139, having a Defire 
to depart, and to be with Chriſt, which:1s far 
better. Nevertheleſs, he adds, to. abide in the 
Fleſh, is more needful for: you, that is, for your 
Furtherance and Foy of Faith (f). 

And in all this does not the Apoſtle expreſs, 
what was really the longing Defire of your dear 
Paſtor after you, that he might be a Witneſs of 
your increaſing Holineſs = Happineſs ? How 
did your beſt Intereſt fill his Thoughts and 


Cares? How did he long for you both in Life 


and Death? With what Propriety therefore, 
may you reflect concerning him, as the Phi- 
lippians had Reaſon concertiing the Apoftle ? 
% Did our dear Paſtor Fan long after 
« us, and after our beſt Intereſt? Were we in 
his Heart continuahy? And was this the 
ce great End of all his longing Deſire, that we 
wa "might fand "faſt in the Ford! ? O! how 
«'thould' this teach us, to long after our own 
66 fpiritual kmprtement ? How fhould this 
* make us afhamed of every Appearance of 
a 9 iritual Sloth and Negligence | ? How ſhould 

is excite a holy Ambition in us, that we 
* m not be altogether unworthy Objects of 
{© fuch earneſt Deſire? Fain ub we ſo value 
e the Knowledge bf Chriſt, o tritt in him for 


- * Righteoulhels, 'fo imitate his holy Example 


ce and 


(e) Philip. i; 911. (0 —1. 225. 
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« and: ſo. conyerſe: with him in Glory, and 
4 lovehis:Appearing;; that we may fand. faſt 
in tb Lord, and thereby fulfill the longing 
4 Deſires after us, with which our dear Mini- 
Itter both e lived and died. 


4. Fhe Apoſtle further excites the Philip- 

|. _ to. han faſt i in the Lord, by re- 

* preſenting: to them, how Buck they 
were his preſent Joy.” 


It is as if the Apoſtle had ſaid to them, and 
as if your Paſtor was, now ſaying to you, Be- 
© lieve me, Bren, it is the Joy of my Lite, 

« to think of my Relation, to you, as a Miniſ- 
* ter of ; and of the Succeſs which my 
Lord has given me among: you. I leave the 
Men of the, World to rejoice in the, Accom- 
« pliſhment of their worldly: Schemes and Pro- 
* jects. I envy, them not their Gold and Sil- 
ce on their Trade and Merchandiſe, their Eſ- 
ce tates and Honours, or any of their ſenſual 
e Joys. There is no Joy to me, like ſerving. 
& Chriſt and Souls, This is the chief Joy, of 
« my Life, to ſee that I labour not in vain, but: 
ot Kh Souls are gathered to Chriſt. Then my. 
“ Toy is according to the oy in Harveſt, and as. 
« Men rejoice when they divide the Spoil.” | 

« Such, Brethren, was my Joy, when I 
heard ſo many of you crying out, Sir, what. 
* muſt we do to be ſaved? When I ſaw your 
deep Convictions of Sin, and of your periſh- 
e ing State without a Saviour, hen I per- 

D 2 ” ceived 
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*« ceived that the Lord opened your Hearts to 
e attend unto the Things which 1 ſpoke, while I 
« teſtified Repentance towards God, and Faith 
* towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And ſuch 
& has been my Joy, ever ſince, to diſcern in 
your Temper and Converſation, all the Fruits 
e of a divine Change. Is there Joy in the Pre- 
& ſence of the Angels of God, over one Sinner 
« that repenteth ; and ſhall not I rejoice in the 
| «© Converſion of a Multitude? Do thoſe bene- 
4 <« yolent Spirits rejoice in an Event, to which 
þ A they but little contributed; and ſhall not I 
F e rejoice in the Efficacy of the Goſpel, under 
| % my own Miniſtrations of it? O my Bre- 
« thren, it is the Life of all my Joys upon 
Earth, that I have been employed and ſuc- 
ce ceeded in ſuch good Work! I can truly 
<« ſay, both in Life and Death, that I have no 
greater Joy than to hear that my Converts, 
te walk in Truth. For now I hive, I enjoy the 
er greateſt Happineſs i in Life, F you, my dear 
t. Conyerts, ſtand faſt in the Lord.” 
And will ye not contribute to improve and 
perfect my Joy? Is it not the Deſire of your 
% Hearts to do ſo? Come then; make it ma- 
* nifeſt” to all around: you, - as Fell as to your 
e own Souls, that-you are ſtanding faſt in the 
« Lord Jeſus Chriſt, againſt all your ſpiritual 
e Enemies, and amidſt all your Temptations 
« and Trials. Let this appear by your ſetting 
«* a higher Value on the Bente of Chriſt ; 


1 by your Solicitude 70 ain Chriſt, and be found 
h * depend- 
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© depending only on him for juſtifying Right-' 


eouſneſs ; by your overlooking all preſent At- 
“ tainments in Holineſs, for the ſake of reach. 
ing forth unto yet greater; and by having 
% your Converſation in Heaven,” and hooking for 
your Saviour from thence. Thus, my dearly 
* beloved Brethren, fulfill ye my Joy (g), and 
* in ſo doing, you will moſt certainly ful- 
6 fill your-own.”—Once more, FR 
5. As a concluding Motive to engage the 
Philippians to ſtand faſt in the Lord, the 
Apoſtle pleads with them, * his de- 
lightful Proſpect of their contribut- 
ing to brighten his immortal Crown.“ 


Here alſo the Apoſtle's Argument may well 
become every faithful and ſucceſsful Miniſter 
of Chriſt ; ſo that you of this Church may 
juſtly conſider your dear Paſtor himſelf, as urg- 
ing it upon you in ſome ſuch Manner as this; 
«© I have been telling you, my dear Brethren, 
« and it is the very Language of my Heart, 
ee that my Succeſs among you has been the 
« crowning Joy of my Lite, and has rendered 
% my mortal Pilgrimage a Heaven upon Earth 


© to me. Wonder not then, if I carry my Ex- 


i pectations of increafing Joy concerning you, 
te along with me into Heaven itſelf. For what 1s 
* my. Hope, or Joy, or Crown of Rejoicing? Are 
« not ye even in the Preſence of our Lord Teſus 
« Chriſt at his Coming (h)? On that glorious 


«6 glori- 


(g) Philip, ii. 2. (h) 1 Theſs, ii. 19. 
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« glorifying Day, does not my Lord himſelf 
<- teach me to hope, that your Fendi, an In- 
ic tereſt im which my Labours and Services have 
22 me, 5 with peculiar Honour re- 
« cerve me into everlaſting Habitutions (i)? 
What inconceivable Luſtre will then be 
* added to my immortal Crown, when they 
* that turn mum to Righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine as 
&« the Brightneſs,'of the Firmament, and as. the 
« Stars for ever and ever (k)? How will my 
“ Labours and Succeſſes among you, diſtin- 
<« ouiſh my Glory among them that ſhall riſe 
« to Glory, and whoſe Glory ſhall differ one 
from another, as one Star aifferetb from 
&. another Star in Glory (1)?” 
Tou will not faipedt, that in this Hope, I. 
am depending on any Merit of my own. 
<« While be proper Wages of Sin is Death, I 
e am deeply ſenſible the Gift of God is eternal 
 & Life thro Teſus Chriſt our Lord (m). But 
« as this Gift is my Lord's Purchaſe, ſo he 
t beſtowes it in a juſt Proportion to the dif- 
« ferent Meaſures of Fidelity and Zeal, with 
e which his Servants ſerve him. He has allo 
e promiſed, be thou faithful unto Death, and 
I will give thee à Crown of Life (n). And 
% may I not therefore, in a Dependence on 
« his Purchaſe and Promiſe, call it a Crown r 


9 Raghteoujnefs, which the Lord the righteous 
cc Judge 


(i) Luke xvi. 9. tk) Dan. xii. 3. (I) 1 Cor. XV. 41. 
(m) Rom. vi. 23. (n) Rev. il. 10. 
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« Judge ſhall give me at that Day (o)? Yes, 
% my dear Friends, I am verily perſuaded my 
Lord's Righteouſneſs and Faithfulneſs ſhall 
appear, in the illuſtrious Manfion I ſhall 
« .then poſſeſs, and the: diſtinguiſhed, immortal 
« Crown-lI thall then wear, when I ſhall meet 
you again in Glory; when you will be pre- 
« ſented before the Preſence of our glorious 
Lord, and in the View of all his ſhining At- 
« tendants, as prepared for Glory and poſſeſ- 
« ſed of it, in Conſequence of a divine Bleſſing 
« on my faithful, affectionate Miniſtrations to 
« you. "70 will not this be the Crown of all 
« my Labours among you, and the Accom- 
<« -pliſhment of all my Deſires and Expectations 
« concerning you? Will not my heavenly 
« State, my everlaſting Triumph, my Crown 
of Glory, receive an unknown Acceſſion of 
“ gplendour and Dignity, of Joy and Rejoi- 
«- cing, from my having ſo many of my dear 
«© Canverts, fixed in Glory with me, and ſpen- 
« ding a glorious Eternity in the delightful 
« Endearments of a Friendſhip ſo happily be- 

gun below? ” 
« But to what End am I now deſcribing 
“ my pleaſing Proſpect of my future-Crown ? 
O my Friends! my End is this; — I want to 
<« excite; you, if you feel any Gratitude for my 
« Labours among you, my Kindneſs to you, 
e and my ardent Concern to promote your 
- eternal Salvation : x you lincerely defire my 
future 

(o) 2 Tim. iv. 8. 
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« future Bleſſedneſs: If you would rejoice to 
« fee me in Glory, and to be glorified with 
« me: If you with me the brighteſt Crown, 


4 and would do all in your Power that I may 


ſſeſs it :—If theſe be your genuine Senti- 
ments, I have then Nothing in View, but 
« to excite you to ſand faſt in the Lord Jeſus 
« Chriſt, without which my future Crown will 
© be leſs ſplendid, leſs joyful, leſs triumph- 
« ant. I have had abundant Proofs of your 
« unfeigned Love to me; And now I am 
« ſolliciting for one more, even your ſtanding 
« faſt in the Lord, that I myſelf may not loſe 
* any Jewells out of my heavenly Crown. 
« Tho' this will be no more than is abſo- 
ce lutely neceſſary for yourſelves, that no Man 
* take your Crown (p). Exert yourſelves there- 
« fore, and with Purpoſe of Heart cleave 
* unto the Lord (q). Set the higheſt Value 
ce on the Kolber of Chriſt, Truſt only in 


« his R:ghteouſneſs, Strive after more compleat 


&* Likeneſs to bim. Let your Converſation be in 
Heaven, where he is in all his Glory, and 
« from thence be expecting him to appear in 
« all the Pomp of Judgment. In this Poſture 
« of Chriſtian Stedfaſtneſs deſire to be found 
* at laſt, and in this Way you will moſt effec- 
« tually ſecure your own Crown of Glory, and 
66 brigliten mine. Now let this Diſcourſe, 

| Thirdly 


(p) Rev. ii. 11. (d) Ads xi, 23. 
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Thirdly, conclude with ſuch Reflections, as 
ſeem to be more immediately ſuggeſted by the 
preſent Occaſion. And, 


1. How amiable and excellent is the Cha- 
racter of a Miniſter, when he appears 
to be thoroughly animated with the 
Spirit and Temper of the Apoſtle in 
the Text! 


Love is the prime Excellence and Beauty of 
the Divine Nature. When God was manifeſted 
in the Fleſh, Love was the charming Character 
of the bleſſed Jeſus. When Love is moſt con- 
ſpicuous in the Temper and Conduct of the 
Miniſters of Jeſus, they are then moſt lovely, 
becauſe they beſt reſemble their divine Maſter. 

If a Goſpel-Miniſter has a Heart ever-glow- 
ing with Love to Chriſt, and Love to immortal 
Souls; If this Love makes him abundant in 
Labours, ' fervent in Spirit, ſerving the Lord, 
and glad to ſpend and be ſpent for the People 
committed to his Care; If by this Love, he is 
evidently ſuperior to ſelfiſh Views, above the 
Influence of filthy Lucre, full of anxious Con- 
cern to convince and convert Sinners, and edity 
Saints, ready to every good Word and Mort, and 
yearning with Bowels of Compaſſion towards 
the Ignorant, the Stupid, the Profligate, the 
Doubting and Diſtreſſed, the Weak and Fee» 
ble-minded, the Poor and Mean ; If this Love 
not only pours out a continual Torrent ot 

E faith- 
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faithful, affectionate, Heart-ſearching Miniſtra- 
tions from the Pulpit, both in Seaſon and out 
of Seaſon, but opens his Houſe at all Times, as 
a common Refuge for the Diſtreſſed, and eſ- 
ially for Soul-Diſtreſſes; If this Love opens 
is Way into the Houſes of all his Friends, and 
Neighbours, not to ſerve himſelf, but them, 
and efpecially by bringing eternal Things home 
to their perſonal Converſe and immediate At- 
tention ; If this Love leaves him no idle Mo- 
ments, and ſhews him to be moſt of all in his 
Element, when moſt directly promoting the 
Beginning, Progreſs, or Eſtabliſhment of the 
divine Life in thoſe around him ; If this Love 
makes the Proſperity of the Churches, and ef- 
PR of the particular Church over which 
preſides, his 6 Jey; In a Word, if in 
Conſequence of this Love, be lives, and beſt of 
all enjoys himſelf, when his People fand faſt 
in the Lord; ls there not a Beauty and Ex- 
cellence in ſuch a Character, which forces Eſ- 
teem, and obliges even the Enemies of Chriſt 
and Godlineſs, either ſilently to admire it, or, 
(which is fometimes the Cafe) freely ſpeak 
their Approbation of it, or in ſome Way to ac- 
knowledge | its Excellence.“ 
But 


* Was not this the Meaning of what a prophane Gen- 
tleman once faid to his Friend, as they met Mr. Darracott 
going to his Meeting-Heuſe to preach on a Week-Day ; 
$* There, fays he, goes a Man, that ſerves God, as if the 
* Devil was in him.“ 
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But are the Beauties and Excellencies of ſuch 
a Character, more than every Miniſter needs ? 
No, they are neceſſary for all that ſerve God 
in the Goſpel of bis Son. Without ſuch Beau- 
ties and Excellencies, Chriſt is not exalted, the 
Goſpel is not recommended, Souls are not won 
to the Love of Chriſt, nor encouraged, anima- 
ted, or ſtrengthened in the Ways of Godlineſs. 
For want of theſe Beauties and Excellencies, 
Goſpel-Miniſtrations are a lifeleſs Form, Mini- 
ſters themſelves are deſpiſed, and precious Souls 
are left to periſh. | 

How far your dear Paſtor was adorned with 
theſe Beauties and Excellencies, I muſt not fay ; 
becauſe it was his dying Requeſt, .that in this 
Diſcourſe I ſay not a Word in bis Praiſe F. 
| E 2 „ 


{ This Requeſt he expreſsly wrote in the ſame Paper, 
and at the ſame Time, with the Choice of his Funeral 
Text, &c. And Nothing did Mr. Darracott leſs affect than 
aſtentatious Shew : For whereever the Good of Souls was 
not to be promoted, he was very deſirous to have every 
Thing conducted with all poſſible Secreſy and Simplicity. 
To this Inclination was owing the plain and private Man- 
ner of his Funeral; tho', as it afterward appeared, there 
were generous Friends ready to aſſiſt his Widaw in making 
his Funeral remarkably handſome. Nothing could have pre- 
vented them from doing this, but Mr. Darracatt's having 
given the following expreſs Directions in the above-men- 
tioned Paper. Tis my Will and Deſire, that I be buri- 
& ed about the fourth or fifth Day after my Deccaſe, about 
© one of the Clock in the Morning; that. the Fime be 
c kept ſecret from all, but ſuch as are hereafter mentioned, 
<« who, I only deſire, may attend me to my laſt Bed.” He 
then names ſix of his pious Friends, and conſtant — 


411 


36 A Funeral Sermon on the Death 


Nor need I praiſe him to you; you knew his 
Worth. You feel your own Loſs. You diſplay 
your tender Senſe of both, to all that know 
you. And, I am ſure, you will heartily join 
with me in my next Reflection; 


2. How great a Priviledge have they enjoy- 
ed, who have been related to a Mini- 
iter of the Apoſtle's Spirit and Temper 
in the Text! 


Such has been my own Priviledge, in the 
molt intimate, delightful, and inviolable Friend-, 
ſhip with your dear Paſtor for twenty two 
Years. O my Brother ! very pleaſant and pro- 
fitable haſt thou been unto me. We took feet 
Counſel together. His Example reproved and 
quickened me. His Spirit corrected and com- 
forted me. His Converſe helped me in my 
Work, as a Chriſtian and Miniſter, and in all 
tended ſtill to raiſe me upward and Heaven- 
ward. Bleſſed be God for. ſuch 4 Friend and 


Brother, whom I loved as my own Soul ! 
Inſtead 


and Communicants, whom he deſired to carry him to his 
Grave. He alſo names the Rev. Mr. J. to be with 
them at the Time, and to ſpend one half Hour in Prayer 
in his Parlour, before they carried his Corpſe away. At the 
« Grave, ſays he, I would have Nothing ſaid; but let them 
« commit my Body to the Duſt, in chearful Hope of a Re- 
<« ſurrection to eternal Life; and let them all be concerned 
© to give me a joyful Meeting at the great Day.” He then 
orders a plain Conn, ſuch as were made for his Children, 
ahd names three Perſons only to accompany the Bearers, 
and three others to ſtay behind with his Wife and Children. 
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' Inſtead of condoling with the Vidom and the 


Fatherleſs in their Loſs, great and aggravated-as 


it is, permit me, my dear mourning Friends, 
to excite your Gratitude to the God and Father 
of Mercies, that you have ſtood in the moſt 
endearing Relation to ſuch a Chriſtian and Mi- 
niſter; that you have ſo long beheld his publick 
and private Walk, and how he himſelf food 
faſt in the Lord; that you have fo long en- 
joyed his affectionate, faithful, and devout 
Friendſhip ; ſo long, and fo largely, ſhared in 
the Joys of his miniſterial Labours and Suc- 
ceſſes; and, particularly, that you attended him 
thro' every Part of his laſt long Confinement, 
and were Witneſſes of his holy Triumph in the 
neareſt Views of Death and Eternity . Here 

| is 


I In his laſt Letter to me dated Jan. r. 1759, he ſays, 
after he had been ill eleven Days, „I find ſomewhat in- 
&« finitely ſoothing and chearing in theſe four Lines, 
„ which our dear Tutor has put into the Mouth of 4 
& Child; | 4 

If to carret me be his Will, 
« I' bear it with Submiſſion ſtill; 
« A tender Father, ſure, he proves, 
And but corrects, becauſe he loves. 
* Doddridge's Verſes for Children. 


«© Oh! what leſs than a Thouſand Arguments in that 
& one, for the moſt cordial, ſweet, humble Submiſſion? 
O my dear Brother, how ſweet to ſee our Comforts 
& and our Croſſes, our joyful and mournful Circumſtan- 
& ces, our Life and our Death, all in the Hands of ſuch 
« a Father; all equally under his Direction, and all 
“ evidently deſigned by him for our Good; all TOR 

| 2a ing 
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is Matter for your grateful Recollection as long 
as you live, and what may well delight your 
Souls, amidſt the moſt lonely, the moſt afflic- 
ted, or the moſt deftitute Condition. i 
ut 


* ding from his everlaſting Love which he had for us, 
0 terminating at laſt in our everlaſting Salvation? This lays 


an eaſy Foundation for that Precept, which is a ſtrange 


& one to a carnal World, —in every Thing give Thanks.” 

Thro' a tedious Illneſs of three Months, and with Inter- 
vals of excruciating Pain, (ariſing, partly from five Stones 
found in his left Kidney, and partly from ſuch an Inflam- 
mation in that Kidney as occaſioned its total Putrefaction, 
which extended allo to many adjacent Parts,) nothing was 
heard from his Lips, but continual Expreſſions of Praiſe, 
and Thankſgiving. This led his Apothecary to declare, 
in the Letter he wrote to inform me of Mr. Darracett's 
Death, „Of all the Death-Beds I ever attended, I never 
* faw fuch an Inſtance of holy Reſignation and Triumph.” 

In the above mentioned Paper, containing the Choice 
of his Funeral- Text, &c. he ſays, Before this will be 
& communicated, I ſhall be gone to my Judge; and I 
« can, and do, rejoice, that he is my Saviour. I have 
4 good Hope thro' Grace, and I have once more feriouſly 
&« tried the Foundation of it, and I find it will ſtand in 
the Proſpect of Eternity. I am able, bleſſed be God, 
« and I would not for all the World be unable, u give 
* 3 of the Hope that is in me, And to my Scrip- 
&« ture-Marks [a ſmall Tract of his, which has paſſed 
thro' ſeveral Editions in England and Scotland] ] refer, 
as the ſolid Evidence of my Intereſt in Chriſt, who, 
< in Point of all Dependence, Love, and Eſteem, is, and 
has been, for more than twenty Years, my Al in All.“ 

Some of the Expreflions which dropped from his Lips, 
in the Space of a few Weeks before his Death, which a 
Friend took down in Writing, were theſe; © I am go- 
« ing to Jeſus, whom I love, and whom I have fo often 


v preached, { It was then Lord's-Day Morning. } Come, 


« Lord 
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But what I chiefly aim-at under this Reflec- 
tion, is to lead my Friends of this Church and 
Congregation, to conſider what a diſtinguiſh- 
ing Talent was committed to their Truſt. 1 hope 
I ſhall not be thought to tranſgreſs the Res- 
traint, under which he has laid me, by remin- 
. ding 


« Lord Jeſus, come quickly. y are thy Chariot-IVheels 
& fo long in coming? He then added to thoſe that were 
with him, „I charge you, ſee to it, that you meet me 

« at the right Hand of God at the Great Day,” | 
At another Time, he ſaid, „Oh! what a Mercy is 
« it, to have ſuch a Rock to build upon, as 1 
& Jeſus Chriſt? 1 have found him to be a firm Rock, that 
« will never fail, What a Mercy is it, to have a Co- 
“ venant-God to fly to? A Covenant, that is ordered in 
« all Things and ſure, which is all my Defire, and all my 
« Salvation? 1 have found him to be a Covenant-keeping 
„ God.” —He faid to his Wife, My Dear, do you 
« ſpeak of the Goodneſs of God towards me, for I want 
% Tongue to do it, I do not want a Heart to praiſe 
« him, ſure 1 don't,” It ſeems he for ſome Weeks al- 

moſt Toft the Uſe of his Voice. POP 

At another Time, he ſaid, How good is God? He 
ct is all Praiſe, all Love, all Goodneſs ! '””—Then added 
to thoſe about him, Hold on unto the End: I truſt I 
„ have begotten you in Chriſt Jeſus, May the Lord 
c pour down plentifully of his Spirit upen you!” He 
then ſaid, 4+ What Attendants have I got? Jeſus is with 
« me. Angels ate my Guardians. The bleſſed Spirit js 
cc my Comforter and Supporter. And you, my dear 
« Chriftian Friends, waiting on tne. And my dear Wiſe 
« —— But don't think highly of me; for if you have 
tc ſeen a great deal of Grace in me, you have alſo ſcen a 
« great deal of Cortuption.” When be was at Dinner, 
he ſaid, © Blefſed be God for this Meal.” And to a 
Friend that came in he ſaid, “] have often fat with you 
„ it the Table of the Lord here, but 1 am now going 
| to 
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ding you of the Advantages you enjoyed under 
his Miniſtry ; eſpecially as it is done with a 
ſole View to promote your Stedfaſtneſs. You 
long fat under his Shadow, and his Fruit was 
ſweet unto your Taſte. For near eighteen Years 
he poured out his whole Soul to you, in wy 
mo 


& to fit around his Board above. Thoſe were Dope in 
< which I took great Delight, when I went to the Houſe 
of God in Company with you.” —He faid to his Wife, 
<« I muſt leave you without any Formality. When will the 
4 glorious Day dawn, and theſe Shadows flee away ? ”— 
She aſked him, if he was warm? He anſwered, © I have 
< a general Warmth over my Body, and a general Calm 
over my Soul.“ 3 | 
The Monday before he died, he awoke very calm, and 
deſired to know what the Apothecary thought of him; and 
when he gave but little Hopes, Mr. Darracott replied, 
« Allis well. Bleſſed be God, I know whom ] have belie- 
« ved, and can rely on the Promiſes. They are all mine; 
© eſpecially that, 7 will never leave thee, nor forſake thee; 
ce and I am ſure he will not- He defircd that the Church 
might be called together, to pray for him, and to give him 
up to the Lord. Afterwards, when Symptoms of Reco- 
very appeared, he called on thoſe in the Room with him 
to bleſs God for it, ſaying, I ben thou ſhalt call, I will 
*© hear and anſwer. bleſſed Promiſe ! I have found it 
“ made good to me. Should the Lord raiſe me up again, 
* ſurely Praiſe will become this Houſe.” “ | 
The Night before he died, he ſaid, O!] what a good 
God have I, in and thro' Jeſus Chriſt ? I would praiſe 
him, but my Lips cannot. Eternity will be too ſhort 
'« to ſpeak his Praiſes.” — He then earneſtly deſired his 
Tongue might be looſened, to ſpeak the Praiſes of God. 
And the Lord heard and anſwered him. He was in a de- 
lightful Frame, full of heavenly Joy, and the Faculties of 
his Mind as ftrong and vigorous as ever, The Apothecary 
| | coming 
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moſt convincing, awakening, encouraging, and 
comfarting Ninitrations. Was there a Soul a- 
mong you, that did not, more or leſs, one Time 
or another, feel the Energy of his Addrefles? 
Hoy did he came to you in the Fulneſs of the Blef- 


. ing of the Goſpel of ay How did he ſpeak 


untd 


coming in, he ſaid to him, O Mr, K— What a Mercy 
« is it, to be intereſted in the atoning Blood of Jeſus ? 
«Yau tell me I am dying. How much longer do you 
& think it will be?“ It was anſwered, that it was uncet- 
tain, as to a few Hours. Will it be to Night? * a, 
was anſwered, he might ſurvive the Night. Well, ſaſd 
4 he, all is well! T am ready. This, Sir, is agreeable to 
ce the Doctrine I have at all Times preached, that I 
* now come to the Lord as a vile Sinner, truſting in 
ec the Merits and precious Blogd of my dear Redeemer. 
O Grace! Grace! free Grace!“ | 
One of his Chriſtian Friends came to ſee him, to whom 
he ſaid, O! I am glad to ſee you. You are ſome of 
« the firſt Fruits of my Labours. Never fear. B- ftead- 
« faft, unmoveable, —— abeunding in the Hark of the 
« Lord,; Your Labour ſhall nat be in pain in the Lord. 
« O! could I tell you what [now feel ! No Tongue can 
c tell what I now. enjoy! I want to be ne! O! Glory! 
Glory! Glory“! He then begged to ſee his dear Peo- 
ple, to talk to them of "Chriſt and his Grace. But he 
was-entreated to forbear, that he might not hurt himſelf. 
% Well, ſaid he, you muſt ſew up my Lips, or tie my 
& Tongue, if I muſt not ſpeak of Chriſt. If you will 
© not let me ſee my dear People, be my Trumpeters to 
cc tell them, what God has done for my Soul. | told you 
« jn my Seripture- Mari, that my laſt Work on Eatth 
ce ſhould be praying for my People ; and now would I 
&* pour out my whole Soul in ardent Prayer to God for 
ce them.“ He then offered a few Petitions, but his Spirits 


ſailed. | Upon 
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unto you, in the Demonſtration of the Spirit, 
and of Power ? How were your Hearts borne 
.away to God, and Chriſt, and Heaven, under 
his fervent Prayers, and melting Diſcourſes ? 
With what yearning Bowels of Compaſſion did 
he hearken to your Accounts of your ſerious 
| Im- 


+ Upon recovering himſelf, he related his Experiences of 
the Goqdneſs of God to him in his Sickneſs; and ſaid, if 
he had a thouſand Lives to live, he would live them all 
for Chriſt. He ſolemnly took his Leave of all preſent, one 
by one, and ſaid, « Watch your Hearts, and keep them 
with all Diligence, for out of them are the Iſſues of 
„Life.“ Seeing his Wife weeping, he ſaid to her, 
Weep not for me, nor yet for your ſelf; for you are 
„ Child of the Covenant. I am going to ſee Abraham, 
* Jſaac, and Jacob, and all that are got to Glory, 


« My God, and can a humble Child, 

That loves thee with a Flame ſo high, 

«© Be ever from thy Face exil'd 
Without the Pity of thine Eye? 


C Impoſſible - for thine own Hands 
* Have ty'd my Heart ſo faſt to thee ; 

«© And in thy. Book the Promife ſtands, 
That where Thou art, thy Friends muſt be.” 


Watts's Hymns, 


Tec Morning he died, his Wife faid to him, My 
Dear, you are juſt on the Borders of Glory.” He repli- 
ed, „“ I could not have thought it, had not the Doctor and 
„Mr. K— told me fo, the Paſſage is ſo eaſy.” She again 
- faid to him, How will you behold the dear Lord Jeſus, 
„ when you come to Glory! He anſwered, I ſhall be- 
hold him Face to Face. He then lay in a Slumber, while 

all around him thought him dying, as there was no Pulſa- 
tion in his Wriſts. About twenty Minutes after, he awa- 

- . | . ked 


£ 
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Imprefſions, and your Deſires after Chriſt and 

Salvation? With what Joy did he lead you ins“ 

to the Paths of Life and Peace? With what 

Love and Zeal did he form you into little pray- 

ing Societies, and turn your ſeveral Dwellings 

into Scenes of religious Friendſhip ? Is it poſſi- 
5 „ ble 


ked, and aſked, “ Is Mr. X — come? ” Being anſwered, 
that he was, My dear Friend, ſays he, did not you 
< tell me laſt Night, that I was dying?“ I did, replied _ 
Mr. K—, „ Surely, ſays he, it cannot be, it is ſo eaſy, 
« it is ſo ealy. What a Mercy is it to be in Chriſt? O! 
<« precious, precious Jeſus! Now I am hoping and be- 
„ ſieving; rejoicing and triumphing too.” There were 
ten or twelve of his Chriſtian Friends around his Bed, 
and knowing them, he aſked them, how they did ? Then 
wiſhing them all well, he added, You ſee, my Friends, 
« I am now dying, in the ſame Faith I have always 
ce preached to you, and would not die any otherwiſe for 
& all the World. O! keep cloſe to Chriſt.” Preſently 
after, he ſaid with a Smile, Come Lord Jeſus.” —Again 
he aſked, Is this dying?“ Being anſwered, yes: He 
replied, “It cannot be, it is too good, it is too good,” 
— He then called for his Wife and Children, and took his 
Leave of them with the utmoſt Compoſedneſs and Serenity 
of Mind. : Obſerving them and all his Friends weeping, 
he ſaid to his Wife, My Deareſt, why do you weep ? 
« You ſhould rejoice. Rely on the Promiſes. God will 
“ never leave nor forſake you. All his Promiſes are true 
% and ſure, — Well, I am going from weeping Friends, to 
C congratulating Angels, and rejoicing Saints. in Glory. 
& Bleſſed be God, my dear Friends, all is well. — Mr. 
C K— how much longer do you think it will be, be- 
<« fore'I ſhall gain my Diſmiſſion? — It was anſwered, 
not long. Well, all is well. Here I am waiting. 
« What a Mercy is it to be in Jeſus! ””— He then threw 
abroad his Arms, and ſaid, . He is coming! He is 2 
| n bes if pl 
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ble for Multitudes hete to think of Mr. Days 
racots, without thinking alfo of the bleſſed In- 
ſtrument of thelr fpirituat Light, and Life, and 
Joy? Think, and think again, and know, that 
your Priviledge has been very great, and de- 
mands your Praife to the God of all Grace for 
the paſt Enjoyment, and your Prayers for the 
laſting Improvement. of it; and eſpecially for 
this, that you may fulfill your Paſtor's dying 
Requeſt, by ſtanding faſt in the Lord. And 
here I muſt beg Leave to add 6ne more Reflec- 
tion, which, while it naturally adminiſters De- 
light to fome, will, I fear, be terrible to others, 


3. What a wide Difference wilt be found 

at laſt, hen pious Minifters ſhall meet 
their Hearers again, between thoſe that 
have flood faſt in the Lord, and thoſe. 
who have fallen from their Chriſtian 
Stedfaſtneſs! _ | 


All we do, and all we enjoy, upon Earth, 
as well as all we ſuffer, is for Eternity. Ev 

Privitedge, and the Uſe or Abuſe of it, muſt 
contribute te our eternal Pain or Pleaſure. We 


muſt all appear before. the Judgment- Seat of 
| __ Chrift, 


« jpg. But ſurely this can't be dying, can't be Death! 
« Ot! how aftoniſhingly is the Lord ſoftening my. Paſs- 
14 age? Sure! God. iS, too good to ſuch a Worm O 
& fpeed thy Chariot- Wheels! Why are they ſo long in 
«© eoming ? I long to be gone.“ His laſt Words were, 
« Faith and Hope.” 


j 


f 
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Gil, nas every ane may receive the Things 
done in bis Body, according ta that he hath done, 


' whether it be good on bad. There Miniſters of 


the Goſpel muſt appear, whether faithful or 
unfaithful. There the Heaters of the Goſpet 
muſt appear, whether obedient or diſobedient. 

Before that tremendous Judge you muſt ſee 
fanhfult Miniſter again. All of you firmly 
lieve, that your Minifter will then land in 
the 1 of the Righteous with diſtin- 
zuiſhing Marks of divine Acceptance. But how 
witt-he then look upon you ? Will it be as a 
Witneſs for you, or againſt you? Will he 
receive, and. welcome, you as his Crown, or 
concur in the Sentence of your everlaſting Con- 
demmnation and Ruin? Will be preſent you to 
his Lord, as thofe that received his Exhortati- 
en, and fed faſt in Feſus? Or, will he be a 
Witneſs againſt you, that, tho he ſo lived and 
died, as to warn every Man, and teach every 


Man, in all Wiſdom, that be might preſent every 


Man perfect in Chrift Jeſus, yet you were not 


". obedient? , 


How awful will the Condition of ſome of you 


chen be? What did guilty Peter feel, when the 
Lord turned and hoked upon him in the High 
- Prieſts. Hall? And what will you feel, when, 


not only the Judge, but. your Miniſter ſhall 
look upon you; and when no Place ſhall be 
leſt for you, to go out, with penitent Peter, 
and weep bitterly; but inſtead of that, you muſt 
be caft out into outer Darkneſs, where: there m_ 
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be weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth for ever? Me- 
thinks I fee your Miniſter, and my dear F nend, 
and hear what he will ſay on that ſolemn Oc- 
caſion. Alas! theſe are the very Souls, for 
« whom I prayed, and preached; in whom I 
* hoped, and for a Time rejoiced; over whom 
*I was jealous with a godly Yealouſy ; and to 
« whom I gave every awful, tender, and en- 
« gearing Charge, both in Life and Death. I 
expected now to have ſeen them landing 
&« faſt in the Lord, unmoved by all the Terrors 
© of this great Day, and this great Aſſembly. 
* How am I diſappointed! But their own Dif- 
« appointment is greateſt of all. —Ye wretched 
* Souls, while Jeſus ſmiled upon you, it was 
*« .myDelight to labour for you, watch over you, 
« and embrace you. But now Jeſus frowns 
te upon you, I have no more Bowels of Com- 
* paſſion for you. You have injured my Lord, 
« and I muſt reſent it. My Love and F aith- 
* fulneſs to Jeſus, and to you, could not bring 
* you to him, nor fix you in him; and now 
« my Love to Jeſus, and my compleat Enjoy- 
te ment of him, oblige, me to. concur in ap- 
s proving your everlaſting Baniſhment from 
bim. I now find, and feel, that my paſt 
“ Labours of Love for your periſhing Souls 
are unto God a fweet Savour of Chriſt; tho 
„ they are the Savour of Death unto your eter- 
* nal Death. I am comforted, tho you are 
«tormented; and therefore, muſt + applaud 
er the Righteouſneſs of the divine Sentence, 


ec DEPART. But 
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But how happy, inexpreſſibly happy, will 
the Condition 95 gos. be 1 W 2 an 
Interview will you have with your dear Minis- 
ter? How unconceiveably delightful? What joy- 
ful Looks will there be at each other? What 
tranſporting Congratulations will paſs betwixt 
you ? How will you, one while, look to Jeſus, 
and thank him for bringing you under ſuch a 
Miniſter ? How will you, another while, look 
to your Miniſter, and thank him for bringing 
you to Jeſus? You can eafily think what your 
dear Miniſter will then have to ſay to you, and 
'can now almoſt hear his melodious Voice 


in ſuch Sounds as theſe ;- Welcome, wel- 
| come, 


I I˖ find * his Papers, a Meditation, without a Date, 
but with all the Ap of his having wrote it a little 

before his laſt Illneſs; probably on the . of Dec. 
3, 1758, the laſt Time he adminiſtered the Lord's Supper: 
and it well deſerves to be inſerted here, as his ſolemn Fare- 
well to all Things below, Is this the Voice of 
« my dear Lord | Surely I come quickly? Amen, ſays my 
“ willing, joyful Soul: even /o come Lord Feſus! Come, for 
J long to have done with this poor low Life ;—to have 
c done with its Burthens, its Sorrows, and its Snares. 
4 Come, for I grow weary of this painful Diſtance, and 
long to be at Home ;—long to be with thee, where thou 
c art, that I may behold thy Glory. Come then, Bleſſed Jeſus, 
& as ſoon as thou pleaſeſt, and burſt aſunder theſe ds 
& of Clay, which hold me from thee; break down theſe 
„ ſeparating Walls, which hinder me from thine Embrace. 
„ Death is no more my Dread, but rather the Object of 

„„ my Defire. I welcome the Stroke, which will prove fo 
© friendly to me; which will knock off my Fetters, throw 

4 open my Priſon-Doors, and ſet my Soul at Liberty; 

e which will free me (tranſporting Thought!) From _ 
« + c 
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% came, my Brethren, dearly beloved. and lang- 


ed. for, welcome to theſe ſhining Manſions, 

to this glorions Aſſembly, to this everlaſting 

«© Reſt! See the Crown, which my Lord hath 

given me! See his Recompence of Reward to 

'« my poor, but faithful, and affectionate La- 

* -bours for him and you! See how he on 
| . K 


„ thoſe Remainders of ipdwelling Sin, under which I have 
* Jong groaned in this Tabernacle, and with which I have 
e been maintaining à conſtant and painful Conflict; bat 
which all my weeping and praying, all my N 
vine Ordinances, could never entirely cure me of: Yea, 
« will perfectly and for ever free me from all my Com- 
e plaints, give me the Anfwer of all my Prayers, and 
4 put me at once in the eternal Poſſeſſion of my warmeſt 
« Wiſhes and Hopes, even the ſweet, beatifying Preſence 
-**. of :thee, O Bleſſed Jeſus m having wot ſenn, I love, 
und in whom, 'tht' now ] ſee ther mot, yet-belirving I rejoice 
"6. with Foy unſpratable an full of Cuy This World has 
* now no more Charms to attract my Heart, or make me 
* with a Moment's longer Stay. I have no Engagements 
4 to delay my Farewell. Neching to Hetain me now. My 
Soul is om the Wing. Jopfully do I quit Mortality, and 
< here chearfully take my Leave: of all I ever held dear 
4 below.. ML 
. "dear-Ghehfhas vile 3:7 chang. gaken 
e ſweet Counſel with you in the Way ; but I leave you 
4 for ſweeter, better Converſe above. You will ſoon fol- 


low me, and then our deligheful Communion ſhall be un- 


interrupted, as well as perfect, and our Society be broken 
up no more for ever. Farewell, in particular, my deareſt 
* — , He bas our Friendihip.ripentd almaſt to the 
Maturity of Heaven? How tenderlymnd cloſely are our 
„Hearts knit to one another? Nor ſhall the ſweet Union 
sabe diſſolved by Death. Being au/ in Qhriſt, we ſhall be 
one for ever. Wich what eternal Thankfulneſs ſhall 
e remember that Word, brit 5: Hll, undi l 
. 66 


He 


| 
4 
| 
| 
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ved of my ardent Concern, and tender, melt- 
ing Pleas with you, that you might and faſt 
in him! And ſee how your Chriſtian Stedfaſt- 
<« neſs brightens my Crown, and compleats my 
e eternal ſoy! Now we are met, to part no 
« more! Never more to mourn, but always 
© to rejoice together! Never to fight more, 


G TH but 


«© He was ſo then indeed, and he will ever be ſo. Mourn 
not that I go to him firſt. *Tis but a little While, and 
“ you'll come after! and O] with what Joy, think you, 
“ ſhall I welcome your Arrival on the heavenly Shore, and 
conduct you to him, whom our Souls fo dearly love? 
«© What tho' we meet no more at Wellington, we ſhall, 
ve aſſuredly ſhall, embrace one another in Heaven, never 
&« to part more? Till then adieu! and know I leave you 
« with the warmeſt Wiſhes of all Felicity to attend you, 
„ and the moſt grateful Overflowings of Heart for all the 
* kindeſt Tokens of the moſt endearing Friendſhip I ever 
« received from you.“ | 
Farewell, thou my deareſt Viſe] my moſt affeQio- 
« nate, delightful Companion in Heaven's Road, whom 
« God in the greateſt Mercy gave me, and has thus to the 
« End of my Race graciouſly continued to me!] For all 
« thy Care, thy Love, thy Prayers, I bleſs my God, and 
& thank thee in theſe departing Moments. But dear as 
&« thou art, and deareſt of all that is mortal I hold thee, I 
now find it eaſy to part from thee, to go to that Jeſus, 
thine and mine, who is infinitely more dear to me. 
« With him I chearfully leave thee, nor doubt his Care of 
« thee, who has loved thee, and given himſelf for tber. Tis 
e but a ſhort Separation we ſhall have; our Spirits will 
« ſoon reunite, and then never, never know Separation 
« more. For as we have been Companions in the Pa- 
tt tience and Tribulation of our Lord's Kingdom, we ſhall 
C aſſuredly be ſo in his Glory.” 
% Farewell, my dear Children I leave you, but God has 
e bound himſelf by a moſt inviolable Promiſe, to — 
Care 


cc 


cc 
cc 
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© but reign in everlaſting Triumph! Naw we 
“ ſhall need no more Exhortation to fend 
« faſt in the Lord, for our Standing is fixed on 
& the heavenly Mauntain of Zion which can 
ce never be moved, but abideth fer ever] Now 
te we are not only in the Lord, but with him 
« where be is, and behold bis Glory, and he 7s 


« admired 


« Care of you, Only chuſe him for your own God, who 
has been your Father's God, and then, tho' 1 leave 
« you expoſed in the Waves of a dangerous and wicked 
„World; Providence, eternal and almighty Providence, 
«© has undertook to pilot and preſerve you. With comfort. 
able Hope, therefore, I bid you my laſt Adicu; — 
« pleading” the faithful and true Promiſe, ſaying as the 
Patriarch, — TI die, my dear Children, but God will be 
& with you j—Praying in hymble Faith, that your Souls, 
with thoſe of your Parents, may be bound up in the Bundle 
„ Life with the Lord our God. EEO ON 

„ Farewell, ye my dear People! to whom I have been 
* preaching the everlaſting r That Goſpel, which 
<« is now all my Hope, and all my Joy. Many, very 
many of you, are my preſent rejoicing, and will be my 
eternal Crown of Glory. And now I am leaving you, 
<< | bleſs God for all the Succeſs He has been graciouſly 
« pleaſed to give my poor Labours among you; for all the 
comfortable Seaſons of Grace I have enjoyed with you. 
« Adieu, my dear Friends! I part wich you this Day at 
cc the /acred Table of our bleſſed Lord, in the Confidence 
« and Hope, that tho' I Hall drink ne more with, yau this 
« Fruit of the Vine, 1 ſhall drink it new. with you in the King- 
« dom of our heavenly Father. Only, my Brethren, my 
« dearly beloved and longed for, my Joy and Crown, ſa frand 
« faſt in the Lord, my dearly beloved. But for the reſt of 
« you, I mourn to think in what a miſerable Condition 1 
« am leaving you ? and tho' you will no more hear my 
&« Voice, and have oftcn, alas | heard it to no Purpofe; 
6& this once hear, and regard, my dying Charge, ——Fhat 
& you do not continue in a Chriſileſs and unconverted State, 
* 2227 meet me in that State at the Day of Judgment.“ 
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« admired and glorified in us and in all bis 

Saints, and we ſhall be ever with him.” | 
That we may all of us fhare in the Bleſſedneſs 
of ſuch an Interview, may God of his infinite 
Mercy grant, thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


„ And now Farewell, no and preaching / my moſt 
« delightful Work 2 e Cabbathe and = 
& ments, and all divine Ordinances ! I have now done with 
vou all, and you have done all that was to be done for me. 
As the Manna, and the Roct, in the Wilderneſs, you 
have ſupplied me with ſweet Refreſhment by the Way; 
and now am leaving you, l bleſsmy God for all the Com- 
fort and Edification i have received by your Means as the 
appointed Channel of divine Communications. But now. 
„ have no more Need of you. I am going to the God 
of Ordinances.; ta that Fountain of living Waters, 
« which has filled theſe Pools below); and inſtead of ſip- 
«© ping at the Streams, 1 ſhall now be for ever fatished 
from the Fountain-Head.” | | 

Farewell now, my poor Body / Thou ſhalt be no more 
& a Clog to my active Spirit; no more hinder me in the 
Service of God; no more enſnare my Soul, and pollute 
“ it with Sin.—And now an eveilaſting Farewell to all 
&« Sins and Sorrows, all Doubts and Fears, Conflicts and 
« Temptations — Farewell to Earth and all terreftrial 
&« Scenes Yeare now no more! An infinitely brighter 


* Proſpe& opens to me !” Arte 
1 


&« See the Guardian-Angels vigh © 
« Wait to waft my Soul on high ! 
See the golden Gran difplay'd! =? 
<« See the Crown to grace my Head! _ 
« See a Flood of ſacred Light, 

« Which ſhall yield no more to Night! 

« Tranſitory World, Farewell! 

« TE$Us calls with him to dwell.” 
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